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On 6/11/13 | responded to the Chevron Station at 3476 Van Buren Blvd. in Riverside regarding
an Officer Involved Shooting. | was assigned to investigate as Co-Case Agent with Detective
Wheeler. After observing the crime scene, | went to the Magnolia. Station to interview
witnesses. 5

interview of Officer Eric Garcia s e 7
Officer Garcia was interviewed at the Magnolia Station. | told him he was being interviewed.as’

a witness to the Officer Involved Shooting. The mtervnew was dlgltally recorded and later

downloaded to the department server. \ v

Officer Garcia said he was working uniformed patrol as call sign “Adam 429”. He'said he was
traveling northbound on Van Buren Blvd. when he:saw a vehicle parked on the ‘center island in
front of the Chevron Station. He said the car appeared to have crashed. As he approached the
vehicle, he contacted the driver who was out ‘of the vehicle and.on the passenger side looking at
the damage. He advised radio dlspatch that be was checkmg ona trafflc colI|S|on

Officer Garcia said he then saw a black male: walklng across Van Buren Bivd. towards the
Chevron parking lot. He said he believed the male came from the ‘crashed vehicle because he
was walking away from it. He said that the male was not walking fast and did not appear to be
fleeing from the vehicle. He said the male was wearing a blue shirt and tan shorts.

Officer Garcia began asking the driver what happened: He believed that the driver may have
been under the influence of drugs due to'his behavior: He began to pat down the driver for any
weapons. At this time, radio dispatch advised him that there was a “Man with a gun” call on the
freeway. Radio/dispatch advised that witnesses saw a vehicle crash on Van Buren and a black
male get out of the car and was walklng wnth a handgun in his hand.

Officer GarCIa |mmedtate|y reallzed that the driver and the black male walking towards Chevron
were’ mvolved in“the’ “Man with a gun” call and advised radio dispatch that he was with the
suspects. He radioed that the male walking towards the Chevron was possibly the man with the
gun:. He directed his attention‘to the driver who was still at the car and handcuffed him. He lost

=, site of the suspect with the pOSSIble gun.

Officer Garcaa said assnstlng units arrived and a group of officers approached the Chevron to
look. forfthe suspect.. A short time later he heard Sgt. Tipre on the radio advise that they had the
> ks:u’s,péct at gunpoint to the rear of the Chevron.

"f;a:[f'Offic‘er Garc:iné" was still with the driver of the car in the center of Van Buren Blvd. He saw the

“'same suspect who walked away from the vehicle, come out from the rear of the Chevron on the
south side. The suspect was walking towards three officers who were covering the front of the
business on the south side. He saw the suspect with something in his right hand. He believed
the-item in the suspect’s hand was a handgun by the way he was holding it, but he did not see
an actual gun. He said the suspect was walking towards the officers and raised his hand, with
the item, at the officers. He said the suspect’s left side was facing the officers and the suspect
brought his right hand up and out towards the officers. He then heard a gunshot. He
immediately thought that the suspect had shot at the officers.

Officer Garcia said that approximately one second passed after the first gunshot, then he heard
3 to 5 shots in quick succession. He saw the suspect run in south towards the fence where he
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was found on the ground. He said he did not see the suspect fall to the ground. He did not
hear any shots after the 3 to 5 shots.

Officer Garcia said he did not hear any voices from either the offlcers or the suspect

Officer Garcia said he secured the driver and assisted officers wnth secunng the suspect who'_'
had been shot. '

Officer Garcia had no further information.




